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The IndividualHouse Award

This awardreflects the perennialinterest
in one-of-a-kind dwellings among both
architectsandjudges. Projects willbe
assessed on contextual sensitivity,
appropriate use of materials, spatial
richness, andlong-term sustainability.

Entries range from prototypes designed
totest specific materials, technologies
orideas andoftenintendedtobe
replicable at scale —to bespoke projects
tailoredtotheidiosyncrasies, lifestyles
andtastes of the client. The strongest
presentations tend toinclude insights
fromthe resident/client.

Left: 2025 Individual House Award winners,
6 Wood Lane, Highgate, London by Mike
Russum (of Birds Portchmouth Russum
Architects)

“Forme,it’sabout final
recognition. It’staken 26
years to get to this point.
It’sreallynicetobe
recognised for abuilding
that’s veryrelevantnowin
itsuse of biomaterials but
was way ahead of itstime
backin1997”

David Sheppard,
David Sheppard Architects




About the awards

We launched ourawards asadirect
riposte to the prevalent awards culture.
Instead of focussing on what's new,
what'’s fresh, what's perfect, what's
pristine, we look at what has endured,
what’s flexible, what's adaptable, what
works, what performs. Submittingan
entryisn'tabout salesmanship or
showmanship. It's about engaging with
this discussion; revisiting projects with
the benefit of hindsight and reflectingon
lessonslearnt.

Theaimisnottoholdanannual beauty
parade, but to establishacanon; an
archive of projects that represent best
practice and have demonstrated their
worth. Andtodemonstrate the long-term
value of projects that stand the test of
time. Crucially, these awards exist to
make the long-termvalue of architecture
visible: to show that flexibility, longevity,
and performance are not secondary
virtues, but the most meaningfulmeasure
of success.

Isabel Allen
Editor, Architecture Today

/F




Previous winners

6 Wood Lane, Highgate, London, by
Mike Russum of Birds Portchmouth
Russum

“Eccentric, inventive and experimental,
thishouse marks adeparture fromthe
traditional notion of the house in almost
every respect. Virtually unchanged since
its completionalmostadecade ago, it
remains perfectly tailored toits
occupants’ personalitiesand needs.”

Hollick & BucknallHouse,
Haddenham, Buckinghamshire, by
Proctor and Matthews Architects

“Simultaneously ancientand
contemporary, Hollick & BucknallHouse
standsasatimeless—andapparently
effortless—response to the exquisite
landscape in whichit sits. While the
gardenhasevolvedanddevelopedasa
three-decade workin progress, the
houses have remained largely unaltered,
save for the life—and the stories—that
have seeped into nooks, crannies,
alcovesandwalls.”
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Westlake Brake, South Devon, by
David Sheppard Architects

‘Afantastically individualhome that took
thejury entirely by surprise. Built fromthe
land onwhichit sits, the project uses
extracted clay soil to create walls of
rammed earth. Atriumphant expression
ofaconstructionmethodthatis
simultaneously ancient and primitive,and
refreshingly new.”

“l found the process of
these awards far more
useful and satisfying than
any other.ltgenuinely
made mereflect—which,
inthisindustry,isnosmall
thing”

Robert Prewett,
Prewett Bizley Architects



https://architecturetoday.co.uk/award-entries/6-wood-lane/
https://architecturetoday.co.uk/award-entries/hollick-and-bucknall-house-by-proctor-matthews-architects/
https://architecturetoday.co.uk/award-entries/westlake-brake-by-david-sheppard-architects/

Why enter?

e Demonstrate your ability to produce
work that deliver long-termvalue
overtime.

® Showcase your expertise inthis sector
toawide audience of judges,
collaboratorsand clients

@ Reconnectwith clientsand
collaboratorsandtoreflectonlessons
learned

e High-profile media exposure with all
shortlisted projectsannouncedon
Architecture Today’s website and social
mediachannels

e Allwinning projects covered extensively
onArchitecture Today's website andin
a specialawardsissue of
Architecture Today

e Allwinning projectsare
rephotographed by leading
architectural photographer Timothy
Soar

e Teams behind the winning projects
record apresentationontheir scheme,
whichis widely promotedthroughAT’s
mediachannels and forms partof an
archive of best-in-field projects that
have stood the test of time

“Forme, the greatest
reward anarchitectcan
receiveishistoryitself—
and these awards capture
exactly that. They
celebrate the enduring
relationships we build with
ourclientslongaftera
projectis complete”

DavBansal,
g [OES



https://architecturetoday.co.uk/architecture-today-341-january-february-2026/#1
https://architecturetoday.co.uk/architecture-today-341-january-february-2026/#1
https://architecturetoday.co.uk/at-awards/at-awards-2025-winners/

Process

Allentriesarethoroughlyreviewedbyour  “These awards havereal
Awards Panel, who typically select three

s vy’
finalistsineach category. Theteams mteg"ty
behind the shortlisted projects are invited
to present their project to our expertjury
atthe Live Finals,aday of live crits which Pau/Monaghan, ,
willtake placeon 16 Julyat The Society  Allford Hall Monaghan Morris
Buildingincentral London.

We work with the successfulentrants to
recordtheir presentations forthe AT
archive of outstanding buildings that have
stoodthetest of time, afree-to-access
resource foracademia, practiceand
clients.

Thewinning projectineach categoryis
rephotographed by Timothy Soar and
publishedon AT’'swebsiteandina
special awardsissue of Architecture

Today.



https://architecturetoday.co.uk/architecture-today-341-january-february-2026/#1
https://architecturetoday.co.uk/architecture-today-341-january-february-2026/#1

Jury

Isabel Allen,
Editor, Architecture Today

DavBansal,
Partner, Howells

PeterBishop,
ProfessorinUrbanDesign, The
Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL

Catherine Burd,
Director,Burd Haward Architects

Andy Downey,
Director, Elliott Wood

Jonathan Falkingham,
Founder & Creative Director,
Urban Splash

JohannaGibbons,
Partner,J &L Gibbons,

LeeMallett,
Director, Urbik

SelinaMason,
Director of Masterplanning &
Strategic Design,Lendlease

Paul Monaghan,
Executive Director, Head of
Design Studio, AHMM

Gerry O’Brien,
Design Director, Co-Founder,
Agentia Design Engineering

Roger Madelin,
JointHead, British Land

SunandPrasad,
Principal, Perkins&Will

Neil Thomas,
Founder and Director, Atelier One

Kimberly Tryba,
Managing Principal, LILA Studio

Charlotte Walker,
Senior Planner, Lichfields

Cindy Walters,
Director, Walters & Cohen Architects

Keith Williams,
Founder + Director of Design, Keith
Williams Architects
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Winners’ Party

The winnerswillbe announcedatan “Thisisacritically
awards party on Thursday 12""November

at 76 Southbank,a Grade lllisted building importantaward,
designed for IBM by Sir Denys Lasdun particularlyintheerawe

s IVein,whereresponsibility

Monaghan Morris for Wolfe Commercial  ISincreasingly central to

Frgeerss, architectural practice. This
isnotaboutdesigning
somethingwonderfuland
thendisappearing;it’s
about standing by your
decisions and apowerful
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way of reflectingonthose | bl DT ST,
responsibilities,and =
reminding ourselves what
theyreally mean”

Peter Bishop,
The Bartlett School of
Architecture, UCL




Entrycriteria

The Test of Time Awards are designed to
showcase, celebrate and share
knowledge about buildings that have
stoodthetest of time.

Projectswillonly be consideredif they
have beeninuseforatleastthree years
and candemonstrate astrongtrack
recordfor deliveringontheir
environmental, functional, community and
culturalambitions.

Each categoryisopentonew-buildand
retrofit projects. Projects canbe of any
scaleortypology andinany part of the
world, but must have beencompleted
before April1st 2023 to be eligible for
entry.

Youdonothavetobearegistered
architectto submit a project. We actively
encourage submissions from
consultants, clients, charities, residents
and community groups.

Group submissions are particularly
welcome. Some of the strongest
submissions and presentations have
beenmade by adesignerintandemwitha
collaborator or client.

“Ilwant to congratulate
Architecture Today for
doingwhatmanyofus
have dreamed of
happening foralongtime.
Toreward buildings, not
out of fashionthe day
they’vefinished, not
because of the way they
look, but how they actually
work outinpractice,and
how they stand the test of
time”

Sunand Prasad
Perkins&Will




Startyour entry today

Deadlineforentries
19th June 2026

LiveFinals
16th July 2026

Awards Party
12th November 2026

Singleentry
£395+ VAT

Multiple entries
£295+ VAT

“Theseawardsarea
breath of freshair. This
kind of conversationwas
way overdue”

Hanif Kara,
AKTII

Entriesenquiries

Jason Sayer

+44(0) 7967 030447
jason.s@architecturetoday.co.uk

Sponsorship enquiries

Clive Waite
clivew@architecturetoday.co.uk
+44(0) 7914566592

Toby Redington
toby.r@architecturetoday.co.uk
+44(0) 7528 489999
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